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Underpinnings of Educational Research
1. How does Patton describe being a scholar-practitioner? What is the difference between a scholar practitioner and a 'researcher'? 
A scholar-practitioner is an individual who learns about the world’s knowledge to help people or try to make a situation better and overall to make a difference. A scholar-practitioner also contributes to the understanding of the world through reality testing, whereby they seek to confirm whether they are making the anticipated change. In their works, a scholar-practitioner focuses on reality other than what their hopes are based. Therefore, to establish what their impact is, they use data and examination on the effects felt. Through the acquisition of knowledge by learning about the world, a scholar-practitioner is then in a position to use this knowledge and skills to inform on their practice (Center for Research quality, 2015). 
Various factors indicate a difference between a scholar-practitioner and a researcher. A scholar-practitioner focuses on recording their learning of the world knowledge to improve the current situation. On the other hand, a researcher focuses on just learning about the understanding of the world and, at the same time, contributes to it. Additionally, a researcher debates more on how they arrive at the results than about the results. Therefore, a researcher gives a description of the instruments used to arrive at the given conclusions. They also provide a detailed explanation of how they arrived at these results. A scholar also approaches the world systematically and presents their work for others to review it through publishing it (Center for Research quality, 2015). Therefore, when they give their work, the offer for criticism on the methods used for them to arrive at the results.
2. What does Patton say research is NOT? Why does he say that?
Research does not involve proving whether one is right or wrong (Center for Research quality, 2015). This is since such actions are used in other fields such as advertising and public relations. Instead, research involves the process of learning about the world and how it works. Besides, trying to prove that one’s model works leads to failure, which is not the case when it comes to research. In research, one tries to learn about the world and understand whether specific approaches work or not, and in, either way, one does not fail. Instead, they acquire more knowledge, which results in building knowledge in the field.
3. What is the only way to fail at doing research? Why? 
The only way to fail at research is approaching a scenario with a closed mind. Most fail in research when they try manipulating data to result in what they consider to be correct (Center for Research quality, 2015). This is because, in research, scholars aim at building knowledge. Therefore, a researcher approaches a situation or approach systematically with an open mind that it could either work or not. Irrespective of the results of the research study, knowledge is acquired.
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